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REPORT ON THE ZAFAR ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD
SURVEY
OF THE YEAR 2000 A.D.

. The aim of this year survey was
lml to further the work undertook in
| |

the past years on the hydraulic -

systems of Zafar. This systems
and the asdad around which there were
built, were, as it is well known, men-
tioned by al-Hamdani.
Last years survey in Bayt al-Ashwal was
left at sadd Harara just over the valley. At
the moment we ignored if there was a
connection with the systems of asdad in
the valley and how this connection, in
case of existing, could have be estab-
lished. Our survey this year shows that
there wasin deed, a connection between
sadd Harara and the net-work of asdad
below it. In fact we detected what it is
clearly a design to control and to regu-
late the sayl from at the higth of hisn al-
'Arafah. Thus we have been able to
observe that the upper asdad such us
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Harara besides collecting water have
also a special function of introducing a
strong discipline into the natural run off
sayl water. The discipline consists in
concentrating, reducing and conse-
quently slowing down the sayl. This dis-
cipline starts actually before sadd
Harara, at what it is called sadd al-
Mahrug which is in fact a constructed
device to sluice down the sayl avenue.
That function will go a long way to
explain the wunbalance observed
between the size of sadd Harara and the
irrigated space (51 girab and 8,49 ha)
which can be associated with it.

It is clear also, as it can be seen in the
map n |, that a much stronger effort was
needed at the headway of the sayl water
to ensure a rigorous control of the run off
of the water in its inicial stage. The
device to do it properly was to build a

Miguel Barcelo, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona




SADD AL-MALIKI

whole net-work of non-irrigated girab
which let the water circulating through
the maglahs. In this way a strong, wide
and ersistent wall was erected. Small
sadd al-Mahrug could then exercise its
important function of directing down sayl.
The view from Harara forces us to con-
sider this sayl regulation as a whole unit
down to sadd as-Sha’abani. The main
object are the bottom girab of Bayt al-
Ashwal and the girab of as-Sha’abani
which represents the more estable culti-
vation floor of the whole edifice.

As far as the architecture of the asdad of
this hydraulic net-work is concern it can
be said that they present a homogeneus
lay out, dating the hymiarite period. One
exception may be sadd al-Rakud in
some way excentric, though very near
Harara, in design and in architecture. But
further study needs to be done to ascer-
tain this apparent excentricity.

At the uppermost level of the system it is
located gariah Garf Nagi. In this gariah
there were rapported fragments of four

hymiarite inscriptions and some decora-
tive motives. The fragments are under
study by Mr. Khaled al-Ansi. Pot sheds
were also collectec at the top of hisn al-
'Arafah. A perfunctory analysis indicates
a wide chronology going from the hymi-
arite period to the fifteenth Century A.D.
As in previous campaignes this survey
has used aerian photographies (1:7100
and 1:10700) proportioned by the
Survey Authority (Ministry of Public
Works, RY). These are the results:

Sadd ne girab Ha.irrigated
Al-Asbahi 15 .90
Al-Rakud 8 3,17
Harara51 51 8,49

It must be also mentioned that we have
started to consider the problem of the
existing of non-irrigated terraces that are
either left as useless relics in the midst of
superimposed hydraulic girab or left
standing far out the irrigated systems.
The best example of the first instance




SADD AS-SA"ABANI

are the two concentric terraces of hisn closed circulation of sayl water, through
as-Sayrah. human made regulating devices, from its
| think that we have completed for the very beginning down to its final dissipa-
first time the picture of a whole and tion.

SADD Al-ASBAHI




It was necessary to proceed directly with
the identification of the entire historical-
artistic heritage, restricted to Wadi
Hadramaut, to call to the attention of the
competent authorities. It will then be
necessary to predispose and experi-
ment, in agreement with the Client and
with the support of internationally recog-
nised experts in the regional and local
culture, a “scientifically” correct method-
ology consistent with the “administra-
tive” objectives to be reached. It will be
necessary to identify the cultural,
archaeological and architectural territor-
ial heritage, made up of “single” monu-
ments, aggregates of “complexes” or
monuments stratified in “ancient cities”.
In any case, from the single isolated
monument to the cities, we have used,
in the documentation with records, sur-
veys and photos, the concept of “site” as
a statistical unit necessary for compre-
hending and describing the cultural terri-
torial heritage. Activities deal here with
the realisation of a furnished, equipped
and operative office with local person-
nel, which Memar prepared during the
project. Regarding heritage data, we
realised computerised archives of the
“archaeological” and “historical sites”
(made up of core data and cartography).
By studying the priority sites, within less
than a year, a series of co-ordinated

activities have been realised in order to
start up the cultural heritage inventory.
We shall get an organised and unified
result on two distinguished levels even
on the territory. The whole Yemen and
Wadi Hadramaut.

CUM R =5, The Wadi
documentary sources on the archaeo-












